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Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
Distinguished Colleagues, 
 
As you may know, since 2008 UNESCO has been conscious of 

the potential of social media and trigger debates on various 

implications of social media at IGF. Previous discussions 

reflected that social media have tremendous potential for the 

promotion of freedom of expression, and political and social 

cohesion. Social media are indeed unique tools to foster all 

forms of human rights. 

 

The significant role of social media in the democratization 

process has been proved in recent social movements in North 

Africa. We have witnessed that social media websites such as 

Facebook, Twitter are being widely used by activists and 

citizens to express opinions and relay information that is not 

always accessible through traditional Media, and also to bypass 

censorship.  

 

It seems that the emergence of new technologies has formed a 

new arena for public debate. The increasing popularity of social 
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media also presents a new and innovative way to allocate 

talent, unite aspirations, spur immediate mass mobilization, 

and affect change on a grand scale. Strengthening the link 

between the Internet and social participation seems more and 

more an essential condition to ensure the vitality of democracy.  

 

Therefore, we focus this year’s discussion on the important role 

of social networks in promoting democracy and social 

participation, and explore how to strengthen this role by 

fostering free flow of information on Internet.  As a firm 

believer in a multistakeholder approach, we have brought 

panelists representing governments, policy makers, industry 

and civil society to exchange their positions and experiences.  

 

While we applaud for social media’s potentials, UNESCO is 

concerned about a global tendency where more and more 

control and regulation, in one way or another, have been 

applied in many countries, as revealed by UNESCO’s recent 

publication titled: Freedom of Connection – Freedom of 

Expression: The Changing Legal and Regulatory Ecology 

Shaping the Internet. 
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Internet Freedom is not the inevitable by-product of 

tremendous technical progress, and it must be guarded by wise 

legal and regulatory measures. How best to protect freedom of 

expression and free flow of information without infringing on 

other rights? UNESCO has taken initiatives to sensitize and 

assist its Member States to ensure that all legislation, including 

any regulatory framework for ICTs, is conducive to Internet 

freedom. We have just initiated a global legal survey on 

Internet privacy, to track an expanded range of policies and 

regulatory issues regarding Internet.   

 

We should take this opportunity to exchange ideas on complex 

policies and regulatory issues of the Internet. In this regard we 

have invited Mr Frank La Rue, the UN Rapporteur on freedom 

of expression and Ms Alessandra Pierucci from the Council of 

Europe to share their expertise on these issues. We will also 

hear from panelists from the different regions of the world,  Mr 

Amr Gharbeia from Egypt, Ms Grace Githaiga from Kenya, Mr 

Ang Peng Hwa from Singapore and Amb.David A. Gross from 

the U.S. 
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Speakers are asked to share their thoughts on the following 

questions: 

-How to reinforce the democratic participation via the social 
networks? 

-How to strengthen the democratic processes that have 
occurred in the cyberspace after the crisis and make the 
transition a participatory process?”  

- How to best protect freedom of expression and free flow of 
information without compromising other human rights? 

 

Thank you. 
 

 


